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Evidence of Program Effectiveness from National Data Bases
In addition to the program-specific evaluations of YEDPA effective-ness that were reviewed in Chapters 5 through 8, there are several evaluations that attempted to use large, repräsentative national samples to derive estimates of the impact of all federally funded employment and training programs.  The most prominently used data bases in these studies were the Continuous Longitudinal Manpower Survey (CLMS) and a special youth sample of the National Longitudinal Survey (NLS). Both of these data bases involve relatively large samples—more than 60,000 in the CLMS and more than 12,000 in the NLS—that are drawn in a manner designed to permit generalizations, for CLMS, to the uni-verse of participants in CETA programs, and, for NLS, to all American youths. There was also a YEDPA attempt to collect data on the progress of its participants and activities. While the major Charge of our committee was to focus on the YEDPA Knowledge development activities, we also reviewed the findings from studies using these other data bases, and we evaluated the quality of YEDPA's Standardized Assessment System.
The results of our review of this research are presented in detail in Appendices A and D.  In this chapter we summarize our conclusions regarding this evidence.
THE CLMS AND NLS DATA BASES
The studies based on the CLMS and the NLS use data gathered in a different manner and have a somewhat different (and wider) focus than the program-specific evaluations, and so provide an important supple-mentary perspective on the substance and problems of the individual YEDPA evaluations we reviewed. Moreover, these studies use data derived from samples with high sample-coverage rates and low sample attrition, and consequently they can provide a more adequate evidentiary basis (at least in respect to sampling mechanics) than many of the individual program studies we reviewed.
Both the CLMS and the NLS are füll probability samples whose sampling designs appear to have been well executed.  Sample coverage appears high, and the available documentation shows considerable attention to important methodological details, such äs adequacy of
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